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July 30, 1942

Prof. M. L. Andreasen
SEMINARY

Dear Brother Andressen:

Just a line to say that the brethren still want you to
write the reply to the Shepherd's Rod, and they believe you are
the man who is best qualified to do this work.

The ocommittee has wvoted today to authorize you to muke
& trip to the headgquarters of the Shkpherd's Rod movement in
Texas at such time as you are able to arrange for an absence
from the Seminary, and spend as much time there as you think is
wise. The Seminary will alsc, no doubt, wish to arrange for
you to make some contacts with various large centers while you
arg out that way.

We believe that your idea of going out and "bearding the
lion in his den”™ is a very excellent one, and we are just glad teo
cooperate with you in this metter and in eny other way that we
can in order to meke your work an outstanding success.

The brethren are asking the Semlnary to release you to
join the group that will go to South America this winter to
conduct a series of Evangelistic Councils throughout thet divi-
sion. We trust that it will be possible for you to accept this
invitation as the brethren there are very anxious for you to
come, and we know that you will be eble to render them the maxi-
mum amount of strong help in their work.

Sincerely your brother,

CABLE ADDRESS
“"ADVENTIST'' WASHINGTCN

RSt
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The Enivergal Publishing Ase'n,

Publishers of Present Truth Serias in the Interest of
The Seventh-Day Adventist Denomination

September 15, 1942

Elder M, L. Andreasen
. ¢/o Theological Seminary
Takoma Park, Washington, D, C,

Dear Elder Andreason:

This will make grateful acknowledgment of your
August 11 letter, forwarded from Waco, Texas.

It is indeed gratifying to know that your de-
gire is to be accurste, when guoting anything pur-
porting to come from The Shepherd's Rod Seventh-day
Adventist movement. Your letter is being sent to the
author of the Shepherd's Rod publications for atten-
tion,

You will be glad to know that one does not have
to give up, or even modify, any doctrine of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist church, which was established by
the Bible and writings of Sister White, in order to
believe the message contained in the publications
of the Rod, It is true, however, that there is ad-
ditional light on some of these same doctrines
(Barly Writings, p. 277), and that the message of the
Rod is none other than the "message to the church of
the Laodiceans," which the Lord tells us is a M"start-
ling denunciation,"--Testimonies, Vol, 3, p. 252.

May the Lord bless you in your research work,
Elder Andreasen, and may the spirit of the noble
Bereans possess you as you make en unbiased investi-
gation of the message about which you have reguested
officiasl data, is my prayer.

Sincerely your brother to walk
in 211 the light,

LT Aol

E. T, Wilson sv

ETW :mm
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The Hniversal Publishing dgs'n.

Publishers of Present Truth Series in the Intorest of TELEPHONE 9958F2
The Seveath-Day Adventist Denomination

MT. CARMEL CENTER
September 16, 1942 WACO, TEXAS

Elder 14, L. Andreasen
¢/o Theological Seminary
Takoma Park, Yashington, D. C,.

Dear Zlder Andreasel:

Your communication of August 11, ad-
dressed to Llder E, T, %Wilson, has been
referred to me for attention,

Though we should be glad, Llder An-
dreasen, to accede to your request for a state-
ment of the principle doctrines taught in The
Shepherd's Rod, yet at present ve are so ex-
tremely busy as to make impossible our favor-
ing you with more than a complete set of our
free literature, It, nowever, will afford
you with the information which you desire,
ané at the same time will give you a much
broader perspective on whst the Rod teaches,

Volumes 1 and 2 will cost you $1,75, If
you wish to procure a copy of each, Jjust let
us know, and we shall be glud to fill your
order.

Our earnest prayer is that your labors
may be such thet He in VWhose hands are the
issues of life, may be able to ;ulde and
richly bless you,

cincerely vours for
the wisdon of Gamal-
iel {Acts 5:35-39),

VTH : mm




MEMORANDUL OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN M.L. ANDREASEN AND v.T. HOUTEFF
December 15, 1942

M.L. Andreasen called at about one o'clock to ses Hr, Houteff to ask
certain questions concerning the belief of the Shepherd's Rod pecple. The
interview lasted about three hours, for the most part of which Elder F.D, Wells,
President of the Texas Conference, alsc was present.

M.L. Andreasen; My name is M.L. Andreasen, from Washington, D.C., a teacher
in the Theological Seminary. I asked the privilege of the General
Conference Committee to visit with you to ask certain questions oon-
cerning your work. If I should ask questions you do not wish to answer,
be perfectly free not to do Soe

V.T. Houteff: We have nothing secret here of any kind. You mey ask any
guestiona you please, and I shall do the best I can to answer them.

M.L. Andreasen: You have written two volumes called, I believe, "The
Shepherd's Rod."™ These were written some ysars ago. It often happens
that a man modifies or changes his view, and may wish he had not written
what he has. I want to know if yowr views are 8till those published
in these volumes, or if you have changed your position since they were
written?

V.T. Houteff: 1 do not work that way. Iy views now are what they wers then.
There may indeed be certain modifications, or perhaps additions; for we
are constantly receiving greater light; but there is no change in the
doctrines. The two volumes %o which you refer are our belief at the

present time.

M.L. Andreasen: Do you claim that these books were writtem under inspiration?

Y.T. Houteff: I believe I had definite guidance in writing them. The words
are not inspired, but the ideas are.

¥.L. Andreasen: Do you claim to be a prophet or a messenger, or %o have any
definite .revelstiens?® ... .. _ . _ .. __ . _._ L

V.I. Houteff': I make no claim to be either a prophet or a messenger.

M.L. Andreasen: There are those who claim and consider you & prophet?

V.T. Houteff: I am not responsible for what others call me., I like o be
called just Brother Houteff.

M.L. Andreagen: Are you a Seventh-day Adventist?

V.T. Houtef?: Yos, I am & Seventh~-day Adventist. I believe the truth the
same as you do, both the Bible and the Testimonles.

M.L., Andreasen: What points, if any, are there in which you differ from the
Adventist Denominational belief?




Interview M.L. Andreasen and V.T. Houteff = page 2

V.T. Eouteff: There are two points. The question of the Six Seals and the

Trumpets. I believe that both of. these lines of prophecy take in the
whole time from creation to the end of the world, and do not merely cover
the New Testament period.

¥.L. Andreasen: How about your position in regard to the setting up of the

kingdom before the Lord comes?

V.T. Houteff; In this matter wo also differ somewhat from the denominational

beliefs We believe that the kingdoem of the Lord is set up here on the
earth before He comes. The Shepherd's Rod poople have been raised up
to bring a_message to the church that will cause a separation of the
wheat and the ohaff in the church. As a result of this work the hundréd
and forty-four thousand will be developed, These hundred and forty-four
thousand wiélthe first fruits. The second fruits are those who are
cohverted after the hundred and forty-four thousand come out and finish
the work in the loud cry.

M.L. Apdreasen: You say you are a Seventh-day Adventist. Are you & member of

the church?

V.T. Houteff: I am not a member of the church. I was put out.

¥.L., Andreasen: You believe in tithe paying; Do the Shepherd's Rod people pay

tithe to their own organizatioh?

V.T. Houteff: Yes, they pay tithe.

¥.L. Andreasen: Are your books open for inspeotion?

V.T. Houteff: They are. TWe have no secrets here.

M.L. Andreasen: I1f I asked for a financial statement could I get ome?

V.T. Houteff- You could. I shall see to it that you get cne.

M.L. Andreasen: Are you dolng any missionary work in forelgn lands?

—_ - — e e T e e — .
e B e T —

V.T. Houteff: We have men there, but they are not paid missionaries.

M.L. Andreasen: Are the ministers you have in this country paid from the tithe?

V.T. Houteff; Yes, but they do not receive the wages your ministers do.

M.L. Andreasen: You have quite a few families living here on Mt. Carmsl. Are

“they paid for the labor they perform?

V.T. Houteff: Yes, we pay the adult laborers from 14 to 17 cents per hour.
. .

M.L. Andreasen: 1s this paid in United States money?

V.T, Houteff: TWe have our own money whioh we call "trade™ money, and which

A—

can be used only in buying from our sbdre here. Should any desire to
buy things down town, they may be allowed United States currency for
that purpose. Not much of this is done, however.
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M.L. Andreasen: Do the workers generally make enough to support themselves and
their families?

V.T. Houteff: That depends on how much they work. This can generally be done.

M.L. Andreasen: Do the children work also?

V.T. Houteff: They do.

¥.I.. Andreasen: I have noted in one of your booklets a pioture of Zechariah's

vision of the two olive trees. In that vision there are two pipes runmning

pipes is Mrs. White and that you are the other. Is this trueg

from the. trees to the reservoir. I understand you olaim that one of these _

V.T. Houteff: It is not true. I make no such claim. There are not only
two pipes, but five more, seven in all. If the two pipes of which you
speak are prophets, so mm8t the others be. The idea is absurd.

M.L. Andreasen: 1 notioce that in one of your illustr&tions you have the
beast with names of blasphemy upon the head. You have the different
denominations mentioned, end among them the lasdicean, or Adventist
churchs You have also the name of Mrs. White; together with Miller
and other reformers, noted on the chart. Do you consider that
Wme. Miller and Mrs. White are part of this beast "full of names of
blasphemy?"

V.T. Houteff: You will note that these names are outside the drawing proper,
and hence are not to be considered as being part of these "names of
blasphemy." They were the founders of the First~-day Adventist and
Seventh~day Adventist churches respsoctively. These ohurches belong
to the beast, but not the names of the leaders,

M.L. Andreasen: Are there any other points in which you oonsider yourself at
variance with the doctrines of the Seventh-day Adventist church?

-¥.I.. Houbeff: _I do.nok think of any. other. . . . ___ __ = 7 .

INTERVIEW CCNTINUED -~ December 18.
(Mr. Wells not being present)

M.L. Andreasen: Are you agreed with the denomination upon the question of
the Atonement and Salvation in Christ?

V.T, Houteff: I know of no dfference.

M.L. Andresasen: Are you carrying on school work here on the grounds?

V.T. Houteff: We are. We have the ordinary grades, and alsc an academ&.

M.L. Andreasen: Can a student go from your grade school directly into the
public high school? And can they go from your academy into a college?
That is, is your school state inspected or recognized as a standard
Echool?
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V.T., Houbeff: Our school doss standard work, and students may enter from
our grade school to the high school, or from our academy to the college.

M.L. Andreasen: Is there any truth in the reports which I 'have heard that
some of the children here have been punished harshly? Is there any
truth in the repart that girls have been stripped and lashed until the
biood flowsed and infection set in; and that others were burned until

their fingers blistered?

-V.T. Houteff: _ There is no truth whatever in these reports. They are
maliclous rumors, I shall be glad to call in the children and have -
them tell you the truth.
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. The aocecogmnying report ie, as you will notice, ineamplete.
Brethor Wells asked osrtain persepal mﬂmﬂ&lﬂdmmw
firest beocausy wy report sawerns mly the questions I ssked mywelf
muaonm,muummutmmmwuwt
in, Hmos I bave muithnd any reference 4o this. I hawe alae caltbed the

- omversation that ensved whda Brother Bingham cams over, as again I 444

not arlginlhmnb:hct,mh- 1twhﬂngmm1mnfhr-

Irth.n umwmmtmmm
be shated diffesently, I wish yeu would strilke out e shange such stabeswnte
go that it eunferms with your wndsysianding of the matviers I deliew I
have gsught the generul intent ef what you mid, but Lif I mve not, be
fres to shangd. ThHe ropory was Bof taken dowm skanegrephioslly, so all
we oan de is teoawits dowmn to dhe bwwi af o yecsileetim,. Peml Lfiee
tharefare te amivh ‘guch shanges ws you think .shewld be made, and if you
then mem nm-ad& nmﬂ-r'm‘

o iy b ol to Mzmmmmm
in your prepeditie to | me sty and weet with family, Yeu
urged this rather strongly, and Brether Bimgham did &lkewise. I should
hive been glad to de s Jmd wob shw peeple bewn waiding sutaide for me
te taios a» te the wtatisn: I hed spprintamte in Oklahemm -Ctiy whieh bad
beent out for memiba, se.1 sotld spt Wit Had I oume: this the &y before
when I vistted you, I might bawy arranged to meet with you Tussdey night;
butxdidut Msttmu-ﬁwmduimm.m -

&

: m, 4 n-tul interasted. in yox pn;p-iﬂ-u You
rather fwlt that I negleoted an excellent opportunity to do a little
migaionary work if I did not acoept your invitation. You stated that
these psople are Seventheday Adveniisim, and as I doubtless felt they
would be lest if they cmtimued {n ths Shepherd's Rod movement, I should
4o spmothing to help them. Tou offered to oall them together immedlately,
and I occuld talk with them, and then you oould later, by yoursslves ,
conalder "91“ had been eald,and weigh the matter. ..

| Do I wderstand, Drother Houbeff, that you would give me
the pri go of caming back and speaking to your peopls ooe or more
times, ay jyou think best? I should be most happy to do so. If you
really think I osn be of some help to them to show the srror in whioch
they are shed I would be glad to come back scmetime to do thie.
I wauld ngt cane baok for a discussion or a debate, You 41d not mentie

.II N . /
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thig at any time, so I suppose you had in mind giving me the privilege
of arsaldng to the people., 1 repeat, I shall be glad to do this., You
kindly offered to Zve me room and board, I might not feel fres to
acoept this, but I would be glad to pay for my stay there, or even better
- yot, I would like to work to pay for my weals., That will give mo an
opportunity to see just how you live, and to talk with your people
soparatsly and alome. I repsat, I am not interesstsd in any debete or
discussian, but I ar interestsd in your proposition to come and have
scow reetings wth your peopls umdisturbed and unhindered bty you o
anyone olss. If this is your rropositian, let me lnow, and I shall be -
giad to arrange Ny work &s sodu a6 pouibie to come baok, If this ia
ot your proposlition, pleasc let ms know what it is. As stated before,
you d4d not mention any discussien or debate, but invited me to upuk
to -your pqop.lc. -Thia proposition I aceept.

In regard to your statement which I understood you to&u
mdes that I was dishanest and had come as a spy, I tmwilung to adoept
your statemmat that you did not believe you said this, but that you'put
an if in 1t, that if I had oome as & apy I would be dishomest. I would
call your attention to the fast that upon zmy coming I'gmediately cave
- you my nATw and my pesition, and said that I hed come to pet certain
information, to shich you saild that you had no seorets. I 444 not go
aromd your grotnds. I entersd just the ons butlding and talked with
yous I do mot think I could have dons otherwise, I went about my
business hopestly and above board, using no camcuflege whatevers I told
you several times that if I asked embarrassing qusstions you need not
answer them. I did not at all appreciate yowr statsment ceneorning the
epies and dishonesty, but I do acospt your apologys

My Antebtion in ocming was exmetly wat 1 statede I had
read your warks, and falt that there were so many statements there which
I was sure you né longer beliewsd: I wnded & dtmbomicd frem you that
you waye still of the sanw cpinion, or else a definite statement that -

_you fio longer believed what you them wrote. I shall wse my best judgment
how I will use your published writings, but in all that I d.ﬁ,"‘!:trﬁs% I _
-#ball have grase from God to be perfwotly honest and above bdoard in

all things, .

Sincerely yours,

T . — ) MIL. m.m
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The Universal Publishing Assn.

Publishers of Present Truth Series in the Interest of TELEPHONE 9956F2
The Seventh-Day Adventist Denomination

January 14, 1943.
MT, CARMEL CENTER
WACO, TEXAS

Elder M. IL.. Andreason
c/o Theological Seminary
Takoma Park, Washington, D. C.

Dear Elder Andreason:

Your December 17 letter, addressed to Brother V. T. Houteff,
has come to me for attention, and it is a pleasure to make reply,
though I wish I could have been present at the iInterview on De-

cember 15.

Your letter of August 11, addressed to me, indicates that

the "research work," which you were doing, was for the purpose
of securing %exact and authoritative information concerning the

Shepherd's Rod Movement." You also make it plain that you do not
want to misquote us, etc., which is very commendable on your part.

Furthermore, in this same letter to me, you call for two
things. First, the points upon which we differ from the denom-
ination, as to doctrine, and second, a statement of additional
light not known by the denomination, and now being rejected by
them. You are well acqualnted with the disposition made of

the August 11 letter.

Coming now to your recent interview with Brother Houteff,
the major portion of which time Elder F. D. Wells was present,
I could see no particular objections to most of the questions, -
if they are proper to ask all other religious organizations,
but there are some very leadlng ones which I consider entirely
irrelevant, and which you would not think of asking other or-
ganizatione. For instance, about the class of work done in the
gchool, and whether or not students can enter other higher schools
directly from ocurs, the punishment meted out to students, etec.,
etc., etc.

These latter questions, Elder Andreason, I consider are
far beneath the dignity of a man occupying the position you
hold, and I am wondering 1f they really originated in your mind.
I relish these irrelevant questions perhaps about as much as
you would 1if our cases were reversed. As a matter of fact, you
would know no more after we answered them than you do now, for
the simple reason that you would be compelled to give as much
credence to the one who put the questions in your mind, as you
would to our answers.

Nothing would give me more joy this morning than to believe
you were an honest inquirer for truth, and that your interview



Elder M. L. Andreason-~-Page 2.

was for the purpose of ascertaining whether or not this message
was indeed one from the Lord to Hls people, and that you would
also accept 1t, should you find it to be true. On the other
hand, if you have already declded that it is error, and if you
are only trying to find some fault with the messenger, or the
management here at Mt. Carmel, then I shall be very sad, for

all the "research" work you would do here, would be with so
much bias that not only your time but ours also would be wasted.
My prayerful hope 1s that the former motive actuated you in

your vigilt here.

Mt. Carmel's doors are open to visitors, and we have many
of them during the year; therefore, you will always be welcomse,
and we shall be glad to have you speak to our large famlily.

And though we are not in a position to entertain you like the
Washington Sanitarium, we shall do our best to make you comfort-
able should you declde to make us a visit. Kindly let us know
in advance of your coming, as we are somewhat crowded, but can
always find room for one more.

That you may be guided by Him who is wonderful in counsel,
end that all your research work may meet His mind, and that you
may always follow the good example of Gamaliel of old, is my

prayer.,

Sincerely your brother to "Let Heaven
Gulde,"

-

ETW:eg ﬁégzi wif;6£¢lcﬁ;;;

P.5. Brother Houteff will answer your questions just as soon
a8 he has an opportunity. He has been extremely busy, otherwise
he would have replied before this.
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| January 25, 1943 MT. CARMEL CENTER
WACO, TEXAS

Elder M, L. Andreasen
Care of Theological Seminary
Takoma Park, Washington, D. C.

Dear Elder Andreasen:

Since all our doctrinal positions are stated in
our Directory and Beliefs, a copy of which we are mail-
ing to you, I am returning the "Memorandum" which you
sent me,

I sincerely desire to believe that you are honest,
BElder Andreasen, and I trust and ever shall that you
will pnot allow anything to cheat you out of the great
blessing which will result by heeding "the message to
the angel of the church of the Laodiceans,"™ though it
be a "startling denunciation,”

I hope that you may study the message of the hour
in the spirit of Nathaniel for it is come in an endeavor
to save Mthe angel" from being spued out, and that you
may see that the message alone points the way of escape
from Laodiceanism, and that you may accept it for the
sake of the souls of all whom you, as an angel of the

church, could and should help to awake to their need of
everythlng and be no longer -dreaning that they are"rich’
and increased with goods and in need of nothing.

Sincerely yours brother to
be M"an Israelite indeed,"

VTH :mm
Inecl,
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Novembe® 18, 1942

Deer Elder Andreasen:

We are happy to £ill your book order, and we
trust that it will reach you intact. Inclosed 1s
a receipt for the amount you remitted in your let-
ter.

A-LH319

"Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the
Father, in truth and love.®” 2 John 3.

Sincerely yours for continual
advancement,

THE CORRESPONDENCE DEPT.

Incl.






